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A Winter in the St.Croix Valley,1 802-03 
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Recorps oF fur-trading posts in the Minnesota country are all too 
few. Most of those known to be in existence have been published in 
one form or another. When it was learned, about two years ago, that 
the “diary” of an early fur trader of the St. Croix Valley has been 
discovered in the Toronto Public Libraries, the Minnesota Historical 
Society secured a film copy.’ It proved to be not a diary, but a trad- 
er's reminiscences, written down many years after the events he 
describes. The author's name was George Nelson, and he was a na- 
tive of a little hamlet near Montreal. In 1802, at the a ge of sixteen, 
he became an apprentice clerk for the Parker, Gerrard and Ogilvy 
Company of Montreal. The firm was a leading member of the so- 
called X Y Company, an offshoot and rival of the North West Com- 
pany during the last years of the eighteenth century and until 1804. 
In that year the companies reunited as the North West Company. 
After witnessing the events of the winter 1802-03 described 1n the 
document printed below, Nelson spent many years in the Far West 
of Canada and at the Pic post on the North Shore of Lake Superior. 
From 1804 to 1806 and from 1809 to 1812 he was a clerk for the 
North West Company on the Red River and Lake Winnipeg, 
working in an area that included the post at Bas de la Riviere men- 
tioned early in his manuscript. He was tn the Pic department after 
the autumn of 1812 for an undetermined period, and he was in Mont- 
real in 1816. During the winter of 1818-19 he was on the west side 


? Some extracts from the manuscript were edited by Alice E. Smith, curator of manu- 
scripts for the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, as ‘“‘A Fur Trader at Yellow Lake,” 
in the Wisconsin Conservation Bulletin, 9:15-18 (July, 1944). 

In its present form, the narrative appeared in installments in the March, June, and 
September, 1947, issues of Minnesota History (28: 1-14, 142-159, 225-240). The 
original type has been used for this reprint. 


Copyright, 1047, by the MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 
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of Lake Winnipeg. In 1819 he took charge of the fort at Moose 
Lake in the Cumberland House department. By 1823 he was at Lac 
la Ronge in the English River district. He seems to have been back 
in Lower Canada by 1832. 

Thus he was in the thick of the strife among the rival organiza- 
tions, the North West, X Y,and Hudson's Bay companies, from the 
turn of the century until 1821. Scattered through his reminiscences 
are many references to the events and methods of trading in those 
turbulent days. He even attributes the burning of his diary of 
1802-03 to fear of having it and his later records captured by the 
opposition. Apparently all his diaries Rept between 1802 and 1812 
were thus destroyed. Another reminiscent manuscript among his 
papers in the Toronto Public Libraries ts entitled “Tales of happen- 
ings among Indians and traders in the district around Lake Winni- 
peg in 1810, 1811, and 1812.” Besides these documents there are four 
other volumes: a diary kept at Téte-au-Brochet from May 1 to June 
8, 1819, and a “Journal from Bas de la Riviére to Cumberland 
House,” dating from August 16 to September 15, 1819; a diary kept 
at Moose Lake and other places in 1821 and 1822; a description of 
the religious beliefs of the Indians of the English River district writ- 
ten 1n 1823; and a volume on the Papineau rebellion of 1837, 1n 
which Nelson's brother, Dr. Wolfred Nelson, was involved. 

The St. Croix Valley manuscript opens with several pages of 
philosophical rambling, which are not believed of sufficient tmpor- 
tance to be printed here. Then begins at once the story of the burn- 
ing of Nelson’s early diaries, followed by recollections of a trip to 
Grand Portage from Montreal, and a winter on the Yellow. River 
near Yellow Lake in modern Burnett County, Wisconsin. The lake 
1s now @ tourist mecca, situated as it 1s near the upper St. Croix 
River and in a region famous for its fishing grounds. Nelson was 
alert to scenic beauty, as several sentences in his manuscript reveal; 
and he was deeply interested in the Indians. Yet he apparently over- 
looked completely the evidences of very early culture about him at 
Yellow Lake, that is, the mounds for which the area is famous. 

The lake seems to have been a natural center for Indian life. 
Villages near it have been known since Radisson’s time. Other 


Rawr Aes a 2 e Pas. 


Ae Se 
ee ’ bs \ ‘ ‘ ™ ; be % 


< ‘ : i ean sieves als ws ee ae eT ee 
Mitt 9 oa oe on a D4 
sok to enor of gets 8h te 421 KplteSemit) SA, 
fond ased sound ot ves | 


= 
» i 


WEIGH VW tasty sa gi ya aha von 54 wT ns vr Re : 
otk corel eslamcnve eb aiken ae Sava. “ apa peer i en ee 
wononuctave 2h Aguordl he ee Gin cuetass sd \o a aa 
suot 3 ark Ya Seb sagovy sot we amet ERO AN 3 ” oa 
yo yroth okt fo gaviaead “sit ctededin seen old eb thadin A, < 
oly yd beveatiyna’ Ubeonsa voted dil fats i gerne fo saat ot gorge oe 
or8s Ww 2681 wasted seqyoA colts vid fhe qivngg hs .womeogqan!) 8) ® 
2i\ QAM UYU Liteoithings vedtomh: .boyowtsh and setae 
\ meqgui jo aint” better § wrandil siiwd orove Tak aPergug ey 
eyo yt SHOR, sre yds we veal ive venitheal queen we / A Fi 
Sswol om silt Aimtno’ sess valtesll Nev8e how Or gor8e om gsqe oe 
ais] ot 1 weld aor talsowlamaST tosh emi wir seenlew aulte ic gt 
hirnlrodiaad ot ovSieik ol shh ull aoe) fottuso] eh govt) en iw ii 
t4oh anh » orks qe nsdeeangae ot QpvegM. ewer) gate Yousef 7) 
Yo worigemsh o jerky haw 8s oi wsael dro how sped goo by! bole 
Aven Wyre wolA Avidyne odd Yo ranibal sds lo absiled tnoigtap sia coo 
Mt Teer fo noilleder wnantqal say mo-sintod e hewiggedy awe Ge 
—— Mewlourt os arorlsVi helo inCl sited vdovle date a!) 
YO wsgnd Semon. Ati USA eivsenae yolinN crow DS isd'E feat -. 
ogind isin lo beesiled tom sie doider sg niideent lnridqozeliq: i 
-nid ot to wrote sit Sottonte citiged geNT sored Noting 6408 Somat! ahh i 
of qi w \o vecitosllotes yb howellek asia vhs eeeV! jog at | es ae , 
“oWiA wolleY sia no “enter olive Unsteady! ‘sgntvod baad: © binoe 
sfnl o&'T thro if tee vat seshow tht fod wolley suse! bey dant i 
sox AB aati VAY wow ai ti ay bettintld ayyser nmot Bart th iy Me 
wu nowlsVh absmorg gevkded ati vol viowat woigey 6 ar bub weil © aie 4p 
Vngass Yves uA i samatne, Herrawst oo pyecrrbewancpes-wr ye 9! alec 
“ote yaswaggn af ha ait et srarssnt yiqnsh xaw oi bi m Z 
an eit wads ood has ‘88 to reamabies steeamiqinay Unfoah 
sororesnt a ey Sa | eh 3 PPE by toninbin Hy 
ey meee petehiyntctyniiorgmryaty okie ares, as roy 
— otsytt ml cactaana dia mtrsiy) seh noe 
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traders’ diaries kept on its shores or near by have been preserved and 
published, notably that of Michel Curot, an X Y trader, for the 
winter of 1803-04." Yellow Lake was, apparently, the earliest site of a 
mission in the valley. The manuscript diary of Jedediah Stevens for 
1829-30, now owned by the Minnesota Historical Society, tells much 
of the natives of the generation after Nelson’s sojourn. Still later, in 
the 1830's, an important mission of the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions was located there. Even to this day 
one sees dusky faces peering from log houses that overlook the 
“beautiful island” which Nelson describes at the junction of the 
St. Croix and the Yellow rivers. It is still an area capable of. arousing 
loyalty in both Indian residents and summer tourists. The light 
thrown on, its appearance and life nearly a century and a half ago 
by the recollections of this trader discloses an even more romantic 
past than any heretofore known. 


A FUR TRADER’S REMINISCENCES 
George Nelson 


THE FOLLOWING PacEs are a Journal of many years. I begin at the 
year 1802, but, untill 1812, my yearly journals for those 10 years, 
which I had left in my trunk at “Bas de la Riviere” when I was 
ordered to the “Pic” department, were burnt by my good friend 
Crebassa to prevent their falling into the hands of Lord Selkirk’s 
people who were at that time “paying us up for old Scores.” * Of 
these ten years I shall relate the events year by year, most of them 
being still fresh in my memory. 

But it is proper I should state that I do not write with the view 
of publishing it; nor is it for the use of my relatives for these plain 


* See “A Wisconsin Fur-Trader’s Journal, 1803-04,” translated and edited by Reuben 
Gold Thwaites, in Wisconsin Historical Collections, 20:396-471. It is full of references 
to the same traders and Indians who appear in Nelson’s reminiscences. Even Nelson's 
own name occurs frequently. 

* A revealing biography of Lord Selkirk, which describes his efforts at colonizing the 
Winnipeg area from 1811 to 1820, as well as his deep financial interest in the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, is included in John Perry Pritchett’s The Red River Valley, 1811-1849: A - 
Regional Study (New Haven, 1942). See page 6 for another reference by Nelson to 
Henry Crebassa, an X Y Company employee. 
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4 GEORGE NELSON 


reasons. First: there is a strange feature in our character, perhaps 
vanity, peculiar I believe to us, that none of us thinks the other fit 
or able to write or do anything else worthy the trouble of writing 
or reading. It is a species of presumption, as if, “How durst thou 
pretend to write thou who canst not even speak the commonest 
language but in vulgar phrases; & what hast thou seen or done so 
wonderful— away with thy presumption!” This is not said, but 
looks as it were implied. Secondly, none of my brothers or Sisters, 
nor Alfrey’s children, Henry, perhaps, only excepted, would be at the 
pains. Reading, to them, is an awful task —time & labor lost. Of 
Wolfred’s children, Horace has not the leisure, Alfred & Walter are 
far too high for such low stuff. Arthur I know but little of, & 
Charles is yet very young. Eugene, Robert’s son, has strange pecu- 
liarities, but he is fond of reading & has a good understanding; he 
might find something worthy his attention in some of these pages, 
but he is yet young; & I do not write for publication. 

Why then do I write? First, it is to while away some moments 
& dissipate some thoughts of melancholy that frequently oppress 
me. Secondly: To retrace at leisure my past & chequered ‘life: to 
recall as many of its incidents as I can: to thank & bless God for his 
affectionate care of me through some particularly, of the Scenes: to 
lament, bewail, & be ashamed from my heart & Soul, of those nu- 
merous Sallies of —folly — ? aye, more than follies; not crimes of 
blood indeed, thank God, though too often very near it, but of bitter 
pangs I so often caused, particularly to two who deserved very dif- 
ferent treatment at my hands. But one is gone! and I sincerely & 
fervently hope, & trust, the Almighty has received & comforted her 
lacerated Spirit. The other fell to another’s lot: where she is I know 
not. Thirdly, as I intend to “try” to have this preserved, so that 
some one, I hope of my relatives, years to come, may fall upon it & 
from sheer curiosity may turn over the leaves & see how people 
fared, & what they had to contend with “in those days.” It will then 
be an old thing, and old things like old people possess some oddities. 
My chief, indeed, my sole design, is to preserve a few traits of Indian 
character that deserve a more conspicuous place: Things I have 
known & seen personally & which may be relied on as rigid truth; 
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but what I have been fold, the stories, fables, and things of that 
sort, relating to Indian mythology must be taken for what they are 
worth: I merely relate, I do not endorse. I merely write “off hand” 
without any regard to elegance of language or “purity of Style” and 
all that sort of paraphanalia of which I know nothing. /¢ ts not to 
charm, but to inform that I write, this, my 


JOURNAL 


War, about this period, was raging with unwonted fury over the 
whole of Europe & carried to many other parts of the Globe, the ex- 
ertions the nations had to make caused money to circulate abun- 
dantly & with a rapidity never, perhaps known before. This induced 
many to form into companies for trade or other purposes. The Fur 
Trade, was in its zenith. It had been carried on for nearly two cen- 
turies in a very lame & bungling way, by individuals, who would 
sometimes join stock, or rather unite for a year & two, but with so 
little method that no benifit ensued. They Seemed rather as men 
amusing themselves in “expectation of better times.” But sometime 
between the years 1780 & 90, Messrs Joseph & Benj. Frobisher, 
originally “wool combers” from Yorkshire, & M* Simon M°Tavish, 
the Son of a poor farmer of the “Highlands,” joined their Stocks, & 
put the trade upon a regular footing;* & it soon became so perfectly 
organized that large fortunes were rapidly made, & almost as rapidly 
wasted. They gave liberal Salaries which they paid the moment Due 
with a punctuality & generosity that surprised & dazzled all. 

In May each year we would see numbers of young men, each 
one with his bag, containing a few of the most necessary articles of 
clothing, on his back, with a paddle & “setting pole” in his hand, 
bidding “farewell” (alas! how many for ever!) to relations & friends, 
embarking in their bark Canoes, with tears in their eyes & singing 
as if going to a banquet! In the months of September & October 
others would return. These were easily distinguished by their gay & 
lofty mien and jaunty air, as men who had faced dangers & con- 


* Nelson here is describing the origin of the North West Company, with headquarters 
in Montreal. The only history of the company yet to be written in any detail is Gordon 
C. Davidson, The North West Company (University of California, Publications in 
History, vol. 7 — Berkeley, 1918). 
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quered difficulties they only were capable of. The free & thoughtless 
way in which they squandered their money was not the least of the 
wonders to those who were unacquainted with influence of example 
& the habit of thoughtlessness so natural to a roving life. In the | 
country parts it was the universal theme of conversation: “How: can 
people roughing so many hardships & privations & encountering so 
many serious, some appaling, dangers, so uselesly waste their 
money?” The example was infectious, the Stories thrilling, and I 
was in that period of life remarkable for thoughtlessness & anxious 
to be engaged in busy life. I was seized with the delirium. 

Having occasion to go to Montreal, I accidentally went to the 
ofce of Parker, Gerrard & Ogilvy with one of the Voyageurs, & 
upon their enquiring of the numbers “engaged” for them, I asked, 
since you “hire so many men for that country, do you not require 
some clerks.” So that in February 1802, old Henry Crebassa passed 
my “indentures,” as an apprentice clerk, for five years, Salary fifteen 
pounds a year, with the “promise of a Share in the Company, at the 
expiration of the indentures, or one hundred pounds a year”! 

On the 27" April 1802, my father came to the ferry to see us safe 
over, my poor, good & worthy mother accompanied me to Montreal, 
with Alfrey. 

On the 3° May, I walked by the lower road to Lachine. There I 
found a number of people in all the hurly-burly of business. Six 
large Bark Canoes were fitted up with their lading for the “Grand 
Portage,” ten men each & two “Guides,” & so deeply loaded that the 
least movement made them swing, requiring no little care and man- 
agement in the old experienced hands to steady them—often I 
thought we should wpset. There were a M'——— White the Com- 
pany had engaged to command a Schooner they were building on 
Lake Superior, a M* Samuel Black, a young Scotchman, M* William 
Morrison, of Berthier, & myself, as clerks.° Our Guides Jaques Lar- 


® This clue to a Lake Superior vessel owned by the X Y Company, as well as the 
last name of its first master, is deeply appreciated by students of Great Lakes shipping 
history. Previously it has been merely suspected that the “Invincible,” known hereto- 
fore only as a North West Company schooner, was first an X Y vessel. A history of 
early vessels on Lake Superior is given in Grace Lee Nute’s Lake Superior, 113-121 
(Indianapolis, 1944). Samuel Black, who became a well-known Nor’Wester, is given a 
biographical sketch in W. S. Wallace, Documents Relating to the North West Company, 
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ence, a very decent man, and Joseph Frequette Pellant, of Berthier, 
a Bully. 

While the ladings were giving out, I happened to enter the 
Tavern. Capt. White called for some Spirits: I took a little, but O! 
for the first time, my situation glanced thro’ my mind like a flash 
of lightning —“alone! no father to guide or restrain; no mother to 
comfort me! alone, & amongst strangers, no one caring for me but 
in so far only as suited his own purposes, —each one for himself.” 
It was as a profound stab to my little heart, “alone!” “alone”! for a 
few minutes, I could scarcely refrain from weeping. 

We encamped at night, in a bend of the river near the “Pointe 
Clere” [Claire] Church. I assisted in putting up the Tent & spread- 
ing our oil cloth, which was our flooring, our beds, consisting of 4 
excellent blankets sewed up in sheeting, like a mattress, & 2 to cover 
us, all rolled in a piece of oil cloth, served us for seats. But we had 
to sit cross-leg, tailor fashion, round our dish, when at meals. We 
kindled a fire out-doors & boiled our Tea Kettle, & the men hung 
their Tea Kettles on the “tripied” to make their Soupe. Our Kitchen 
furniture was a Tea Kettle, a tin Kettle to cook in, a frying pan; 
tinned plates, pewter basins of about a pint for tea, Knives, forks, 
spoons &c all put in a very convenient travelling Basket, a liquor 
case containing Six flagons of Jamaica, Shrub & wine, besides other 
small Kegs of two Gallons each. Our provisions, tea, Sugar, pork 
& biscuit of excellent quality & in plenty. With a little management 
we would have been well. But it is not easy to keep the Canadians 
from pilfering. 

At night again,—Had to make my own bed, on a wet beach, 
only a linen tent to cover me, my heart filled again. “My father, my 
mother! my brothers & Sisters! when shall I see them again?” Old 
campainers, men inured to this way of life; children who have 
been reared in the streets, will never heed such things; but one who 
has had anything in the shape of a home, cannot but feel his loneli- 
ness; & if he has any thing of affection in him, especially if young, 


426 (Champlain Society, Publications, vol. 22 — Toronto, 1934). For William Morri- 
son, a claimant for the honor of being the first white man to discover and identify the 
source of the Mississippi River, see Warren Upham, Minnesota Biographies, 527 (Min- 
nesota Historical Collections, vol. 14 — St. Paul, 1912). 
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& has never left home, —that heart will often fill at night, when in 
bed. I said my prayers, the prayers I had been taught. But at that 
time I knew but little, —of the benefit, purport, or “comfort of 
prayer.” I done it as a duty, a mere routine. But Sophists, Sceptics 
& Cynics may “talk themselves hoarse, [”] J say there is a principle in 
man that induces him to look to a Supreme Being for aid, council 
& comfort. He who denies it is either a hypocrite or a madman, or 
misfortune has always kept him out of danger & want. 

The next day, we reached S‘ Ann’s, thirty miles from Montreal. 
Here we passed the day in repairing the Canoes. I went with others 
to see the Church & was persuaded to “promise a Mass,” to “beseech 
Gods blessing.” ° I did, and put a shilling in the box of the Roman 
Church in Montreal, when I returned in 1816 for I had no money 
then. 

By this time I began to accustom myself to the ways. That heavi- 
ness of heart peculiar to youth when they leave home for the first 
time began to wear away, and finding myself a free, an irresponsible 
agent, entirely master of my own will & actions, I soon began to 
“run riot.” I ran into all the excesses of foolish language; freed 
from the shackels of a Strict parent; & no one out of compassion 
or justice to say “Hold.” I gave into all the foolish & vulgar language 
of the lowest of our crew, most fortunately my propensities never 
led me further. 

We soon reached “Long Sault.” * At that time there were but two 
houses there, one at each end. One evening here, some indians came 
to see us, & beg tobacco of us. One of them drew a very pointed 
knife out of his leggings to cut his tobacco. I cannot describe my 
consternation & horror, my whole frame shuddered! Gracious God! 
thought I; who, in the name of goodness can ever be sufficiently 
upon his guard with such people! Who but a Savage, a Barbarian, 
a Murderer would ever think of putting a Knife in such a place; 
& such a knife too! so sharp, so pointed! and am I to live amongst 


*St. Anne’s church was the chapel of the voyageurs. It was located at the western 
extremity of the island of Montreal. See Charles M. Gates, ed., Five Fur Traders of the 
Northwest, 29, 68 (Minneapolis, 1933). 

7 The Long Sault portage on the Ottawa River enabled the voyageurs to get above 
the rapids of the same name. See Gates, ed., Five Fur Traders, 71, 72. 
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such people? My heart quaked. I became quite faint. But the people 
comforted me by saying he was a good indian, & would do no 
harm! How many Knives have I seen since! flourishing over my 
head & whisking in the violence of rage & madness of intoxication 
on every side of me; but the alarm I experienced at this place took 
away, completely eradicated, that chapter of fears. This: was. the 
doing of Providence, which I so little understood. 

Some days after, we reached the Chaudiere, having passed old 
Foxes house, the only one between the Long Sault & the chaudieres, 
where there was a little wretched Saw mill, & a wretched Hovel 
called a house, built by old M* Wright who came to settle here a year 
or two before.* 

At “portage des Chenes,” now “Aylmer,” the people saw a Red 
Deer swiming over the West Side, they pursued, overtook & Killed 
it. This was the first time I ever saw a deer. 

In due time we got to the “Grand Calumet,” a portage to avoid 
a Succession of great rapids, rushing thro’ a narrow channel with 
an impetuosity as awful as it is grand. It is a noted place in the 
“legends of the Voyageurs.” ® It seems that some few years near the 
time of the Conquest (1759) a Canoe of Voyageurs returning from 
“Upper Countries,” whether from Mackinac or the Grand Portage, 
were in the act of carrying their furs & baggage to the lower end, 
they met a large party of Iroquois going to war; they immediately 
set up their frightful War yell & pursued. The Canadians ran, 
leaped into their Canoe & paddled off for the opposite side, but get- 
ting into current were carried down those awful rapids, expecting — 
every instant to be engulfed: every one, most naturally put up his 
prayers, & vowed masses for their deliverance. They were carried 
over safely —they did not even ship any water. The next Portage 
being only a few hundred yards off, they escaped & drove to Mont- 


®Chaudiére Falls were famous for their beauty. Here in 1800 Philemon Wright 
began the modern city of Hull. See Gates, ed., Five Fur Traders, 73, n. 14. The transla- 
tion of chaudiére into English has produced innumerable Kettle Falls in Canada and 
the United States, for the voyageurs were prone to name any “boiling” falls by the term. 

* The Grand Calumet was the longest portage on the Ottawa. It was the scene of 
Cadieux’ death in the legend which gave rise to a famous voyageur song, “Petit 
Rocher.” It is Cadieux whose death Nelson describes at the end of the paragraph. For 
the song and its origin, see Grace Lee Nute, The Voyageur, 147-150 (New York, 1931). 
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real with the utmost expedition. The Iroquois ran too to the lower 
end & saw them arriving at the Portage; “but observing a tall 
woman in white robes standing in the bow of the Canoe, immedi- 
ately perceived they were under the protection of a divinity; of 
course pursuit would be as fruitless as impious;” they each continued 
their respective routes. This was certainly a miraculous escape. It 
was indeed in the summer & the waters low, yet no bark Canoe even 
at very low water can withstand the furious commotions. The crew 
said, (& it is generally believed by the Romans) that they saw a 
woman, they believed to be the Virgin Mary, conducting the canoe. 
One unfortunate creature being very lame [from] a bruised heel 
(une foulure) could not reach the Canoe in time. He hid himself 
in the bushes. Ten days after, a party returned from Montreal to 
see after him. After much research they found him dead, “in a 
hole he had himself dug out with paddle”! He died from hunger 
disease & fright. Some say the body was not yet quite cold. 

There was an old Small bark Canoe at this place. I got in to 
play about on the water; but Larance made me return: half a 
minute more & I should have perished! My pride was mortified, 
but when the iminence of the danger was pointed out to me, my 
whole frame shook with terror. I was more cautious after; but was 
I thankful. 

We, in due time passed the “Chats” & “Fort Coulonge, 


a an’ 


in the last days of May we reached “Sault S‘ Mary,” the outlet, or 
estuary of Lake Superior. All “safe & Sound,” without any sickness 
or accident. We were detained by the wind in some islands at the 
upper [end] of Lake Huron, & were a couple of days without any- 
thing to eat, & some of the men did make a beautiful racket; but 
Larance persevered & the few provisions we had, as cargo, were not 
touched. 

This far, every thing was new & strange to me; wild, romantic & 
wonderful. No “falls,” but at the Rideau’* & Chaudiere, but many 


1 This is the Lac des Chats, ‘‘where a branch of the Ottawa issues to the southward 
and joins the River . . . making thus an Island of the Grand Calumet Portage,” ac- 
cording to John Macdonell’s. diary of 1793. See Gates, ed., Five Fur Traders, 77, 78, 
both for the quotation and for a mention of Fort Coulonge, about a league beyond Tac 
des Chats. 

™ Rideau Falls are the Curtain Falls of Ottawa, Ontario. 
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rapids, at several of which many a poor canadian found his watery 
grave. Portages over rocks, hills & Swamps, mostly covered with 
dense forests. Not a few of them the theme of legends, stories & 
tales of adventures, accidents & miracles &c. &c. At one of these 
places, “Mattawan,” one of the “M* Lafremboise’s, trading to Macki- 
nac, on his return to Montreal, all of a sudden, & without any cause 
known fled into woods—the people went after him, & tried every 
argument of persuasion & menace. He would allow them to come so 
near as almost to touch him & immediately bound off like a deer 
into the woods.** After long & fruitless trials they had to leave him.” 
It was with great reluctance; they had completely lost him. But as 
there were many other canoes coming behind they hoped that some 
one might pick him up. They tied a letter to a long pole giving an 
account of this sad affair, recommended him to the mercy of God 
and the Saints, pushed off. But what was their astonishment the 
next day, to see him walking leisurely about at one of the old en- 
campments — when he discovered them, he seemed quite wild, ex- 
hibiting every mark of uneasiness, alarm & dread. He sculked off to 
the woods: they followed, but to no purpose! In the afternoon they 
again saw him, in another place, & far distant. He exhibited the same 
alarm,—they endeavored again, but to no avail. They immediately 
concluded, of course there must be something Supernatural in this; 
for it was utterly impossible that any human being by his own mere 
exertions or powers could possibly travel such immense distances 
so rapidly, “without aid!” They concluded “it must be the evil Spirit 
who thus transported him.” They decided upon a plan, if ever they 
should see him again. “The next day they discovered him in a bend 
of the river. They went a shore with the utmost caution, surrounded 
him, and as they went so stealthily, he did not observe them; till 
they were upon him. He showed all the signs of horror & anxiety 
upon being seized: they secured & carried him on board, he looked 
quite wild & dejected, & his clothes were all in rags!” It is certain, 


The Mattawa River, rather than the Ottawa, became the voyageur’s route when 
its junction with the larger river was reached. The Mattawa flows into the Ottawa from 
the west. It is impossible to say which of the numerous fur traders named Laframboise 
formed the subject of this voyageur legend. Such legends were legion clear across the 
continent, the will-of-the-wisp character of strayed companions in the vast wilderness 
having a special appeal to voyageur minds. 
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however, that one of these brothers did lose his reason, & he did 
exhibit not a few fantastic tricks, often seen in these unfortunates, 
& which ignorance & superstition always magnify. 

In the “french river,” is a beautiful spot called “L’Enfant perdu.” 
The indians called it the “crying child,” from the cries of a child 
heard in the grownd.’* After much Search they decided upon dig- 
ging in the earth. The excavation is still distinctly visible, several 
hundred feet long, & as they approached the hill it is very deep. They 
gave up in despair, after digging many days and hearing the cries 
of a child in distress, they ceased from fatigue & I dare say fear too. 
They had to leave the place for the cries still continued, & sometimes 
so near the Surface they fancied to see it. There was a considerable 
of them, but none of their children were missing. I have thought 
that it might have been a trick of some ventriloquist. 

There were several of the fortifications yet visible on the bank of 
this river (Riviere des Francais) made by the Iroquois where they laid 
securely in ambush waiting till their enemies might pass. They are 
merely a “breast work.” I was surprised on passing there again in 1818 
to see the thickness of moss that had grown on those Stones. It is 
that flat curly leaf moss peculiar to stone. 

Sir Alexander M‘Kenzie here came up with us in his “light 
Canoe.” M* Thain was with him. He had lately left the North West 
C° on some point of honor between him & the M‘Gillivrays and he 
was one of those wise men who know how to avail themselves of 
circumstances & turn them to his own advantage.’* He made other 
arrangements in our little society: he took Black & myself in his 
canoe. Here, also, indian corn was served out to the men for their 
rashions and also for the voyage to the “Grand portage,” a change 
by no means relished by the people, as this was all they had except 
some “grease,” tallow, to season it with. 


3 French River drains Lake Nipissing into Georgian Bay. Like Nelson, Macdonell, 
Daniel Harmon, and many other travelers tell the legend of L’Enfant Perdu, or the 
“Lost Child,” at a “fine encampment” about “fourteen leagues from Lake Nipissing,” 
to quote Macdonell’s diary. See Gates, ed., Five Fur Traders, 83, 84. 

* It was Mackenzie, not Thain, as the text seems to state, who had just left the 
North West Company. Brief but authoritative sketches of Mackenzie, the numerous 
McTavishes, the several McGillivrays, and Thomas Thain, who was first an X Y trader 
and later a partner of the great fur-trading house of McTavish, McGillivray and Com- 
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We had a furious storm here of 36 hours. It is here, too, (on the 
4" of June 1802,) I completed my sixteenth year. 

I do not remember the date we left this place, but we had a great 
deal of wind, & frequent cold rains & some dense fogs. | was much 
surprised, & gazed with delight & amazement, at the immense ex- 
panse of water to the West, — the horison only bounding our view. 
On the land side, if rocks can be named land, immense high rocks 
resembling more enormous blocks of cast iron. But the country 
seemed well wooded. The water, at a little distance from shore was 
beautifully green & clear. I remember one day having a little baffling 
wind, sometimes from one quarter & then for another, the men 
(14 in number) all wishing “a sail.” Jos: Labrie begin Ass conjuring: 
he dropped a penny piece, a bit of tobacco, flint steel; Spunk, &c. 
&c. into the Lake, Un sacrifice a la vielle (mere des vents), for a 
fair wind. The Knight (for M* Kenzie was thus designated) was 
much displeased & rebuked him for his nonsense. However, the 
wind settled in the proper quarter at last, & we had a Sail indeed. 
The weather became overcast & drizzly. It was awful to behold the 
immense size of the waves. They were so large that when on their 
top we seemed as if going into an abyss, & we would drive down as 
from the top of a high hill & wanted to run through the one before 
us; & when in the bottom the canoe was laboring as if struggling 
ineffectually to regain its summit on one of these just at the instant 
we [began] to descend, Langevin, our Steersman, reached forward 
to take a handful of corn, the wave Splashed in the stern, giving a 
sort of tilt, he fell with his head in bailing place (bar D’d4ponge) 
upsetting the Kettle with its contents. The two men near him fortu- 
nately put out their paddles & “steadied” the canoe. It was sometime 
however before he could regain his Seat. It was a very critical mo- 
ment, but I could not refrain laughing. 

We stopped at Kamanihticgouya, i.e. The iland channel where 
the N. West Co. were building a new Establishment, the Grand 
Portage being south of ’45 was of course American territory, & 


pany of the North West Company, are to be found in Wallace, Documents Relating to 
the North West Company, 1-36, 474, 475, 501, 502. 
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14 GEORGE NELSON 


British Subjects would of course be obliged to leave it.!® It is a dead 
Swampy flat, & the water in the ground at every step covered our 
feet. But the Company at a vast expense indeed, made a splendid 
place of it. 

The next day (I do not remember the date, in June) we reached 
the, to the inhabitants of Canada; the far famed, “Grand Portage.” 
It is located, about the middle, of a bay, with a very handsome island 
before, the only obstruction to an immense & boundless view. The 
establishment of the N. W. C?, tho’ there was nothing superfluous or 
unnecessary, but was of an extent to prove at once the great trade 
they carried on, their judgement & taste in the regularity & position 
of their numerous buildings. The neatness & order of things was not 
[the] least part of it. 

Our company had a few buildings, a few hundred yards to the 
East of the N. W C? delow the hill; but were busy building a very 
fine “fort” upon the hill.*® 

We were here several days before any one arrived either from 

Montreal or from the interior of the Country. I was placed in one 
of the Stores to Serve the people. At last they began to come in, all 
was business. Receiving Goods, corn, flour, pork &c &c from Mont- 
real & Mackinac, & furs from the different wintering posts — 
Gambling, feasting, dancing, drinking & fighting. After a coupl[e| 
of weeks to rest, for the Winterers to give in their returns & ac- 
counts, & to make up their outfits, they began to return again, to run 
over the same ground, toils, labors, and dangers. 

But in this country too, where every step was beset with difficul- 


* By Kaministikwia, Nelson refers to Fort William on the site of the modern 
Canadian city. He means “south of the boundary line,” rather than ‘‘south of °45” 
in the latter part of the sentence. Grand Portage was the great inland headquarters of 
the North West Company from its inception during the American Revolution. This 
description of the actual moving of headquarters adds to the knowledge of .the fur- 
trading era, for there has long been a question as to the actual date of the transfer from 
Grand Portage on the Pigeon River to Fort William on the Kaministikwia. For the best 
account of the several forts at Grand Portage and their relations to Fort William, see 
Solon J. Buck, “The Story of Grand Portage,” wate, 5:14-27, and a revised version 
issued in pamphlet form (Minneapolis, 1931). 

* The X Y Company’s post at Grand Portage is described in Grace Lee Nute’s 
“A British Legal Case and Old Grand Portage,” ante, 21:117-148. A replica of the 
North West Company’s stockade and post at Grand Portage was erected on the original 
site in 1938-40. See ante, 21:206. This part of Nelson’s reminiscences is very valuable 
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ties of themselves sufficient to exert every faculty & try the nerve, 
even here, the Demon of Ambition followed us, blinded our better 
judgement, & sharpned our wits only to oppose, annoy & injure 
each other. One of our brigades, fitted out I believe, for Fort des 
Prairies, slept as usual at Portage la Perdrix, only a few hundred 
yards from our Stores at the north end of the Grand portage,’” where 
they feasted & got drunk upon the “régale” that was always given 
them when they arrived from, or departed for, their winter quar- 
ters. When they arose the next morning they found thirty Kegs 
of High Wines (containing g Galls. ea.) had all run out! Upon 
examination it was found they had been bored with two gimlets 
holes each! The consternation & injury this occasioned may be 
imagined. Enquiries were set on foot & affidavits given in. No bible 
was to be found to swear upon. I lent mine, for the purpose, but 
never saw it after though I enquired diligently. These were called 
witty tricks. Rumor gave out that it was Benjamin Frobisher & 
[blank in MS] who bored the Kegs.** It created an excessive bad 
feeling & led to retaliations some of which would have ended 
tragically but for providence, but nothing further ever followed. 

I was the last that left, of the “Winterers.” There two Canoes 
fitted out, one to supply “Leach Lake” where M* [John] M‘Bean 
had charge.’® The other, to the “Folle avoine.”*° In these two 
Canoes were three men, W™ Smith, Frs: Savoyard & Pre: San- 


to the historian and the archaeologist because the exact sites and relationships of some 
of the numerous posts at Grand Portage, despite detailed research and extensive ex- 
cavations, have never been clear. 

7 Fort des Prairies was a post on the Saskatchewan River. See Gates, ed., Five Fur 
Traders, 98n. Portage la Perdrix is still called Partridge Portage. It is near the site of 
old Fort Charlotte at the western end of the Grand Portage, where the X Y Company also 
had a fort. See Grace Lee Nute, “Posts in the Minnesota Fur-Trading Area, 1660-1855,” 
ante, 11:358. 

*® Benjamin Frobisher was the son of one of the most famous of the Nor’westers, 
Joseph Frobisher, and was himself in the service of the North West Company from 1799 
to 1804 as well as for several years prior to his untimely death in 1819 during the bitter 
struggle between his own company and the Hudson’s Bay Company. For both Frobish- 
ers sce Wallace, Documents Relating to the North West Company, 446. 

* The Leech Lake fort, on the large lake of that name near the source of the Mis- 
sissippi River, was an important post in Nelson’s day. McBean is mentioned in Curot’s 
diary, in Wisconsin Historical Collections, 20:398. 

”«Folle Avoine” was a term used to designate the region about the upper stretches 
of the St. Croix River. The Indians of that region were often termed the Folle Avoine 
Saulteurs. See Wisconsin Historical Collections, 20:396n. 
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facon who had only this year left the N. W. Cos. Service." As it 
was a “maxim” carefully impressed upon all of us, indirectly in- 
deed, but so as not to be misunderstood, to do all we could to get 
returns & oppose our neighbors, no means were to trivial, nor method 
too base? — Yes! I say dbase, so that we could succeed. This occa- 
sion then, of these 3 men was too good a one to be let pass without 
a trial. M" Duncan M‘Gillivray one of the Agents of the N. W. C° 
walked round the Canoes the men were arranging,—a quarrel 
ensued. We were at dinner. The men came running up saying M' 
M°Gillivray was going to carry off the men by main force. “The 

Knight” ran down, we all followed. And no small affair it was, 
all in words, menaces & gestures indeed, but those are often the 
fore-rrunners of blood. We at last embarked fully determined to 
defend ourselves, fight, & kill, if driven too it; & armed for the 
purpose. M* M°Gillivray got into a boat with a couple of men, he 
hailed their vessel that was then anchored in the bay,—the Cap- 
tain sent out the Jolly boat, But they at last gave up the chace, assur- 
ing us however, that they would come upon us at wight; and for 
several days we were in great fear. As yet, such things were new 
to me:—the men dreaded it, & I tho’t they were right. 

It was of a Wednesday, the 13'" Sept’ 1802, I was shipped off 
on board a Canoe, with Three men, to winter & trade amongst 
a tribe of indians remarkable for their courage, being at perpetual 
war with the Sioux, insolence & brutality. It was an “adventure”; 
in the “Invoice” it was merely said “Invoice of Goods sent to 
Folle-avoine”! Smith said he had the Charge; Savoyard main- 
tained it was he and this was the cause of interminable quarrels 
the whole year. 

We were, the above W™ Smith, the Son of an old Scotch Soldier 
with a canadian woman. Frs Savoyard, & Jos: Boisverd.** The two 
first had been about 14 years among the indians; Boisverd, this 
was his second year! 


71 Smith’s first name, which is given correctly here, is through an error of transla- 
tion given as Gardant Smith in Wisconsin Historical Collections, 20:399n. See the same 
volume, pages 396 and 397, for mention of Toussaint Savoyard, who may or may not 
be the man who was with Nelson, | 

* Joseph Boisverd was with Curot for the winter of 1803-04 at the Yellow River 
post. See Wisconsin Historical Collections, 20:397. 
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On the 15'" Smith shot a duck. I was very glad, because I was 
already tired of corn; for they had “made no allowances” for me. 
But when I saw the manner he was dressing it! He plucked, 
Singed, scraped off the ashes that had adhered to the bird in sing- 
ing it on the coals, pulled out a few of the longest of the 
stumps, split it open, & threw it into kettle, wherein the indian 
corn, for our supper, was boiling. He did not even rince it in the 
lake. This procedure shocked me terribly. He then broiled the 
entrails of the duck on the coals & eat them himself! “O, what a 
barbarian! what a hog! Am I to become like that! —is it for this 
I have left my father’s house, the affectionate care of the best of 
mothers, deprived of the society of my brothers & sisters!” — My 
heart swelled almost to bursting point with disgust, indignation, 
horror & grief. “But J shall mot remain long here. I will save my 
earnings, return to the “civilized”(!) world, buy a farm & pass my 
life quietly & comfortably.” How easily is the mind consoled & the 
heart relieved, with reflections that are not, can never be realized, 
very often from the influence of the very cause that gave rise to 
them! Alas! poor human nature! The duck was soon cooked, for 
in those countries “all things are pretty much of a piece.” Smith 
offered me a very reasonable share,—I refused, thanking him; 
he rightly guessed the cause, “What? said he, because forsooth | 
did not wash it! oh, lah! —that squeamishness of yours will soon 
vanish. Why did you remain hooked to your mothers apron?” 
This, accompanied with many oaths & ribaldry, called wit there, 
only served to increase my pain & cause me more to feel my 
wretchedness. 

A few days after, we came to a place where were two families 
of indians. They had killed a moose dear & the men went out 
with them to help carrying it home. They at last returned, cooked 
some & we sat down to eat. 1 found it excellent though it had only 
been passed thro’ the water. But, at this spot, the beach happened 
to be covered with those round, flat greyish stones, bearing a strik- 
ing resemblance to Sea biscuit. I took up one as a biscuit & gave 
it a bite!) —I was woefully, but effectually undeceived: —I made 
no more such mistakes. 
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Finding the people were rather a long time absent, I took their 
“road.” “It is a good road, but as you are not accustomed to these 
things yet, you had perhaps better not go.” However, I went. The 
road was discoverable by the falling leaves being “here & there” 
disturbed, from the feet hooking into a root or rotten stick, turning 
them up & every 2 or 300 yards a branch broken. I made out how- 
ever to follow it well for perhaps half or 34 of a mile; but lest I 
might get astray, I though it most prudent to return. Such are 
Indian roads, & many hundred miles have I travelled upon them, 
with no other indications; but custom & a little attention to the 
course or direction of the route, render travelling upon them, com- 
paratively sure. We at last reached “Fon du Lac,” i. e. the furthest 
extremity, West end of the lake.** Here it is about six miles broad: 
the northern shore rocky, the mountains constantly near the beach; 
on the South, the mountains were much farther off, the shore flat 
& Sandy. The river S‘ Louis which is properly speaking the Source 
of the St Lawrence, enters at the South side of the lake, takes an 
immediate bend, and follows the lake to the North Shore, leaving 
a narrow strip very much like an ox’s tongue, tapering so gradu- 
ally & so very regularly.** This Strip of land is beautifully studded 
with the handsomest red & white pine trees, in all the magnificance 
& grandeur of unpolluted nature. I was mightily charmed with the 
view, & it is one of those that has rivetted itself most firmly in my 
mind. 

The River is about a mile wide. The western side is a Swamp. 
The N. West C® had a trading post here: we had: none.” 

There were one or two indian families on this strip of land 


* The term Fond du Lac, as used here by Nelson, must be distinguished from a 
later settlement of the same name, which is now a suburb of Duluth. The older term was 
much more comprehensive, including the areas now occupied by Superior, Wisconsin, 
and Duluth and Fond du Lac, Minnesota, as well as some adjacent territory. 

** Minnesota Point is the “ox’s tongue.” It extends into the bay from Duluth. 

* The Fond du Lac post of the North West Company was nearly ten years old when 
Nelson was there. A trader named Dufaut of that company had a wintering house 
there, probably on the site of Superior, when Jean Baptiste Perrault passed in 1784. In 
1793, when Perrault went to ‘fond du Lac with 10 men in order to build there a fort 
which would be a depot for the fond du Lac region,” he established Fort St. Louis on 
Minnesota Point. See Jean Baptiste Perrault, “Narrative of the Travels and Adventures 
of a Merchant Voyageur,” in Michigan Pioneer and Historical Collections, 37:519, 568. 
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and though they were a considerable distance from us, I was ter- 
ribly uneasy at night; for our men satd they were great rascals, bad 
indians. I was very much afraid: this was the 2° chapter of my 
fears. The men slept round the goods, lest the indians might have 
been employed by the N. W Co to “play off some trick” upon us, 
and the boring of our Kegs at the Partridge & Duncan M‘Gillivrays 
threats at our departure from the “Grand portage,” with a multi- 
tude of other similar gentilities were all fresh in our mind. 

I barricaded my tent & secured myself the best I could. I was 
surely in great dread. How “home,” at this great distance, reflected 
beautiful thoughts in my mind! I was young,—had not been in- 
structed how to think, nor how to apply the Scanty education I 
had—my thoughts were vague & confused. I could only think 
of my father, my mother, my brothers & sisters; their Security, 
peace & comforts; my duty to my creator again called upon him 
to defend & protect me: shivering with apprehensions, at last fell 
asleep. In the morning, all was right; nothing, even the indians, 
had not been near us. 

In the afternoon we reached “Riviere Brulée” which we were to 
take to get to our “Wintering Grounds.” *° It is Seven leagues east 
of “fon du lac,” Small but deep & takes its rise in a small lake or 
Swampy pond, nearly in a direct South direction. It is also the 
Source of the S‘ Croix river, falling into the Mississippi a little 
above the “Falls of S* Anthony.” *’ They both (the S* Croix & 
Brulée) take their rise in this Small lake, & the men told me that 
the indians with Small canoes, paddle in, and out of it, as some 
others I have known.”* 

We here found an old indian with his wife & Son. He told us 
that the N. W. people had passed up long since & had no doubt 
bought up all the wild rice &c. He was employed to make us a 


* Brule River is the uneuphonious modern corruption of this famous stream’s origi- 
nal French name. Famed in modern days for its trout and for the homes of wealthy 
summer residents, it was equally renowned among fur traders as a major canoe route 
of the continent. 

7 ’'The author is, of course, in error here. The St. Croix enters the Mississippi some 
miles below the Falls of St. Anthony. 

*° The two rivers have their sources in a swampy area close to each other, but cer- 
tainly not in the same “lake.” 
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20 GEORGE NELSON 


canoe, to lighten the one we had, on account of the shallow waters 
above. 

Two things here Surprised my inexperienced mind a great deal. 
Smith had bro’t him a lancet, for which he seemed extremely 
thankful. To try it, he bound up his arm & made the puncture — 
after allowing it to bleed freely for a little while, on the ground 
he removed the bandage, took a leaf, moistened it with his saliva[,] 
applied to the orifice & resumed his work. I wondered & won- 
dered at such Simplicity. —The other thing was, his Son had 
Killed a crow, they plucked, cooked & ate it! —“Carrion, barbarians, 
to eat carrion!” | thought it horrid. 

At last our Canoe was ready; we took a reasonable proportion 
of the lading & pushed off, Savoyard & Boisverd in the “big” 
canoe, Smith & I in the other. I steered! but such zig zags! how 
many times I crossed & recrossed the river! Smith, with all his 
petulance & irrascibility, was certainly very patient & indulgent. 

On our way up this river, one evening, they gave the old man 
rum. They all three enjoyed it very quietly & comfortably to- 
gether untill next morning, when some words ensued, the Son, a 
_ chap about my own age, fell upon his mother & beat her, striking 
with his fist & Kicking her in the face & body! How I was aston- 
ished! a Son striking his mother! kicking her in the face & body!!! 
I was enraged, & finding the men, nor even the father would in- 
terfere, I was proceeding to give him a Sound drubbing But the 
men would not allow me; “for if you do they will all three get 
upon you: besides, it is among themselves — we dare not interfere.” 
I tho’t it an excessively hard and disgraceful act. I had an aversion 
to the wretch ever after & could not bear the sight of him. We 
soon, however, Seperated & I never Saw him after. Surely, thought 
I, the curse of God will fall on these people. 

We soon got to the “Portage S** Croix,” about half a mile long, 
on a fine dry rising ground well wooded with beautiful pine. Here 
we left Savoyard & Boisverd to go in search of the indians & 
collect what we could of rice from them. At the South end of the 
Portage is a handsome lake, between 2 & 3 miles circumference, 
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& at very short distance from the one where the river takes its rise.”* 
The Portage is, I dare say 100 miles from the lake (Superior) & 80, 
or go, from the Mississipi where it discharges itself. 

We soon entered into the S Croix & glided gently down its 
placid bosom, but little obstructed with rapids. I do not remember 
if we were two or 3 days. But we arrived in the afternoon opposite 
the mouth of the “Riviere Jaune,” where we landed [on] a most 
beautiful iland.*° 

The indians, the moment they saw us gave the whoop. They 
were all drunk, the N. W Co. had a little before given liquor. 
They came rushing upon us like devils, dragged our Canoe to 
land, threw the lading ashore, ripped up the bale cloths, cut the 
cords & Sprinkled the goods about at a fine rate. Such a noise, yell- 
ing & chattering! “Rum, Rum, what are you come to do here 
without rum?” —after a while, when they saw we had no rum, they 
gradually dispersed. A few of the more quite |sic| remained; 
they entered into friendly intercourse with Smith whom they knew 
for many years; & it is but bare justice to say that he acquitted 
himself like a man, both as regards prudence & courage on this 
critical and trying occasion. It was enough to test the nerve of 
any man. I soon became the object of their attention. They gath- 
ered round me, spoke kindly, laughed with me & tapped me 
friendly on the Shoulders & head. But I understood nothing of 
what they said. Smith done all the needful in this business for 
me. I never felt the least fear, as if the bouts I had experienced at 
the Long Sault & the last night in Fon du lac, had been “for all 
time to come,” and indeed I did quake, and shake and tremble 
enough on those two occasions. On my side, though I was not fit 
to make any philosophical remarks nor draw deductions from 
what I did see, yet their appearance, manners & ways, struck me 
powerfully. They were the first I had seen in numbers & at their 
homes. Men of the common Stature, most of them besmeared 


°° This is Upper Lake St. Croix. Solon Springs, Wisconsin, is on its shores. 

” Riviére Jaune becomes Yellow River on modern maps. There, at the junction with 
the St. Croix, is an Indian hamlet to this day, overlooking the “most beautiful” island . 
and at the foot of a hill topped with Indian mounds. Danbury, Wisconsin, 1s the closest 
town, some eight miles to the south. 
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(painted) black, with bruised charcoal & grease, being most of 
them in mourning for some of their relations, killed the year be- 
fore in a drunken quarrel on this very spot. There were five killed 
out-right & six very severly & dangerously wounded, with knives, 
only with a Capot & brich clout on, their Tommyhaw-pipes  & 
k[njives in their hands. They look fierce, & were so. Strait as 
arrows, their motions & their eyes showed plainly, how frequently 
these faculties must have been bro’t to the test. 

Savoyard came the next day. We had to make our presents of 
liquor also. Singing, dancing, & yelling, & fighting too; but no 
stabbing, — they had had enough of it the year before, and besides, 
the worst of them were off for River au Serpent, some distance 
below.*’ But I got tired of it. I felt 1 wanted something. I resorted 
to my Prayer book, & by chance fell upon the 120" psalm — “Woe 
is me, indeed! that I am constrained to dwell with Mesheck & 
have my habitation among the tents of Kedar!” I thought this 
wonderfully appropriate to my present situation; “it was my lot, 
but I must not despond” for there seemed to me as a ray of promise 
that I was not altogether “cast off.” This, & some of the 119" af- 
forded me great comfort. I became more naturalized and gradu- 
ally, (in the course of years) I became quite reconciled. The indians 
took great pity upon me. One of them adopted me as his Son, & 
told his own Son, a lad of about my age, to consider me as his 
Brother & to treat me so, and he did indeed the very few times we 
happened to meet after this. 

We remained here three or four days, getting what little rice 
we could from them & giving out our “fall credits.” We at last 
set off & went up the “Yellow river” being one continued rapid, 
for six or Seven miles* We encamped on a very handsome lake.** 
We passed the N. W. people at their encampment. They had some 


*™ Snake River is the modern rendition of Riviére au Serpent of the French explorers 
and voyageurs. It enters the St. Croix from the Minnesota side not many miles below the 
mouth of the Yellow River. 

* Yellow Lake in Burnett County, Wisconsin, empties into the St. Croix through 
a twisting river that widens in spots into so-called lakes. It is obvious from later entries 
that the North West Company post, sixty yards from its rival, was located between the 
first and second “lakes,” a half mile from the “beautiful low point on the border of 
‘Yellow Lake,’”’ to quote Nelson in the same paragraph. 
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deer meat hanging upon the trees. It looked so much like mutton 
I longed for some —it also gave me a longing for home. The next 
day we encamped on a beautiful low point on the border of “Yel- 
low Lake.” The indian name is “Yellow water lake” from the yellow 
sand in the bottom. It is quite round, about 2, or 244 miles diame- 
ter. At the S. E. side it is flat & miry; & an immense quantity of 
rice grows there; and in their Season, ducks of various Sorts, Geese 
& Swans in multitudes. There is also plenty of fish, Carp of several 
sorts, some of monstrous size, pikeral, pike, &c. &c, 

Their method of making the rice is this. Two persons get into 
a canoe, setting face to face; they each have two sticks of about 4 
feet long. The one behind thrusts his sticks one on each side into 
the standing rice, & bend it over into the canoe, the other one with 
his two sticks beats it off. They soon fill a canoe, & carry it to land, 
where others place it on a rack exactly similar to those our habi- 
tans use for their flax. When it is sufficiently heated it is put.in a 
skin, a hole about the size of a half bushel being made in the 
ground, where another one treads off the husks —it is then fanned 
out in a bark dish. Some families I have been told make as much 
as 40 & even 50 bushels in some seasons, and I do believe it. They 
also roast some in old copper Kettles, as they take it out of the 
Canoe, & then tread & fan it. This is eaten so, or melting grease © 
till very hot, the rice thrown in & stirred smartly, swells & bursts; 
becomes very crisp & is very good; but it requires teeth & good 
gums, for there are always many grains that only harden, not get- 
ting enough of the grease, & these frequently plant themselves in 
the gums & make them bleed. 

The allowance is one quart, with two ounces of grease, (when 
we have it) to season it, to each man. It is pleasant & good, but is 
not very nourishing, I should have said strengthening. When boiled 
very leisurely, between three & four hours, so slowly as not to 
replenishing with water, it has a strong resemblance to boiled 
milk. The grain resembles the rye but much longer. 

We remained here several days before they could decide upon 
the place where to build; for, where the wood or locality Suited, 
there was no clay, & we required this article to build our chimneys 
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& plaster our houses. At last they fixed upon a place, in a “pinery” 
on a beautiful small river below us, about half a mile. While here, 
I got a great diarrhea. The men said it was from eating meat with- 
out bread; all new hands were thus attacked; but it would wear 
off. Indeed it had to “wear off,” for we had not particle of any 
discription of medicine with us: neither tea nor Sugar; & the little 
flour we had was nearly all consumed. The Company certainly 
treated me very ill. add to this, we had several days of rain & the 
ground was low & wet. The poor fellows felt uneasy. After a few 
days, thank God, I recovered. 

At long last, we proceeded to our winter quarters & began to 
build, the N. W. about 60 yards from us. Here, as the Sioux [came] 
every Spring in war excursions, we had several proposals from the 
N. W. to build nearer to them, so that we might assist each other 
in case of being attacked. The arguments they gave were good & 
Sound; but we were traders “consequently opponents” This being 
our first year, strangers & weak, no indian could come to us that 
was not more or less indebted to them virtually or impliedly, they 
would not therefore dare to deal with [us] in the presence of their 
old traders & friends: and we could not steal out to go after the 
indians. Besides we were afraid of incurring blame from our em- 
ployers. So there the matter rested, & each built his own way. 

We did not make palaces,—ours was about 16 or 18 feet long, 
made thus: — We build up the two sides, to the height required, 
say five & a half, or perhaps six feet. These are secured by two 
stakes at each end, as a common rail fence, & braced by a good. 
strong stick, the whole breadth of the house, & notched at each 
end, to lay on the two sides, to prevent their moving. Then two 
trenches wherein to plant or set the ends upright, & of the same 
size as the sides. Two strong posts in the middle, to receive a ridge 
pole, two & a half or 3 feet higher than the sides, so that the 
roof, which consists of straight poles or split slabs, when the timber 
admits, may have sufficient slope for the water to run off. An open- 
ing is left at one end; that part below the cross stick or beam, for a 
door, & that above for a window. The ends, being upright are se- 
cured by a pole, bound with good strong withs, to prevent their 
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falling. The whole is well plastered, the Shop only out-side, as some 
of it will fall & dirty our furs or spoil our grease, meat, &c. but the 
house is plastered on both sides, inside & out. The joints between 
the roofing is also plastered; carefully covered about a foot thick 
with grass which we cut with our knives, & four or five inches of 
ground thrown on to prevent its being blown off, also as a preserva- 
tive against the fire. The window is made of the thinnest parch- 
ment skin we can procure. The chimney in one side of the house, 
part of stone, when handy, but most commonly of earth made into 
mortar & wrapped in grass. The doors of slabs, split with the axe 
& then Squared down. The floors, when good wood to rive, can- 
not be had, is squared from trees & then dubbed off with an adze, 
when we have one, if none, then with the hoe, which we sharpen 
with the files, for we cannot take in grind stones. Our beds, two 
posts, at the head & foot with a stick fixed one in the post & the 
other in an auger hole (when we happen to have such article) ‘or 
forced into one of the chinks of the house. The door is secured by 
a wooden latch, & a leather thong to raise it from the outside. Thus 
the house is finished, & surely simple enough it is. The wood is 
cut about 244 feet long, & set upright in the chimney, it burns: 
much better & gives more heat. Tho’ thus roughly & rudely con- 
structed, we soon get accustomed, & when we have enough to eat 
we feel comfortable; for, here as every where else, we live in an- 
ticipation of better times & never, at least very few of us know to 
enjoy what we possess. When the indians come in we give them 
a few beaver or bear skins & they ly on the floor. 

From the simplicity of the construction, & the season of the 
year, we always haste to put ourselves under Shelter. The N W C° 
also soon finished theirs, which they surrounded with stockades, 
about ten feet out of ground, with two Bastions, loop holes &c. in 
case of an attack from the Sioux, whose visit we had more than 
ordinary reasons to apprehend. 

We had two widows, one very old, to pass the winter by us in 
a wretched hut. They had two daughters & two boys, between 12 
& 14 years of age. I [was] surprised to remark the boys frequently 
with black faces, upon enquiring, I found they were fasting. They 
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sometimes dreamed of their departed friends, —‘‘on those occasions, 
when they awake in the morning, they bruise soft charcoal in their 
hands, with which they rub their faces so as not to leave one spot 
of the natural color, take their guns or bow & arrows & go into 
the woods a hunting, and to mourn & weep where they may not 
be seen nor heard.” They return at even & eat after Sun Set! The 
old woman would frequently go out to the foot of the hill some 
distance off, & weep & mourn & moan, addressing her departed 
husband & friends in accents & a tone of voice not to be misunder- 
stood even by me, young, thoughtless & boistrous as I was. 

What is this? is it Barbarism? if so, what signify the “Irish 
Wakes”? our own wailings on the departure of those dear to us? 
after a few months, & not unfrequently only some days, & we re- 
turn to the busy occupations of life, & finally become quite recon- 
ciled & oblivious: —here, children after several years, go into the 
woods & bewail their departed friends in quiet & solitude, fasting 
the whole day. And [sic] old woman, many years after the melan- 
choly events, goes & hides herself at the foot of a tree & holds a 
“talk” with them; complaining of her bereavement & asking for- 
_giveness if she had ever injured, offended, or hurt their feelings! On 
their return, they would generally be cheerful, as if it had not 
been them who but a moment before were making such wailing, 
or, as if they had just been pouring off a// their grief! I have very 
often witnessed such scenes: I was very young & reckless, but being 
a Christian, & civilized, these superstitious barbarities were beneath 
the attention of my superior knowledge; but they have left an 
indelible impression, which, with my years increases & furnish 
subject for reflection. 

We had frequent visits from our indians, & though they bro’t 
in but little to ws, we had always to give them liquor, so that at 
one time we had perpetual drunken songs & noise for, I think, it 
was ten days. On one of these occasions, two young men of 20 to 22 
years of age, plotted to kill ws all. 1 mean we four. The widows put 
us on our guard. Laprairie, the master at the N. W. C® house also 
warned us, and one night he overheard them say — “we will watch 
at the door, & when one comes we will shoot Aim, the report will 
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cause another or perhaps all to rush out to see, we will shoot them 
also & rush in & dispatch the rest.” ** Laprairie called out to them “and 
have you forgotten that I shoot deer running thro’ the woods? 
touch them if you dare & I will shoot you like dogs as you are.” 
Finding they were discovered they dropped the idea, pretended 
to be very drunk; & coming to sleep at the house as they usually 
did, Smith scolded them very much, took their k[n]ives from them 
& gave them to me to put by. Laprairie had secured their guns. 
They slept upon the floor. I also slept after sometime. In the morn- 
ing they asked for their knives, & returned they [sic] very reluctantly, 
& after jabbering a good deal in french at them, which they no 
more understood than I did the indian; & I saw with indignation 
& wrath, seeing Smith did not keep the promise he had made the 
night before—‘“‘to give them a sound whailing.” But Smith was 
experienced & prudent—I was without discer[n]ment, boistrous 
& very foolish. 

We could never divine the reason why they wanted to murder 
us; for we had always been extremely kind to them. Had this 
occurred in the “North,” where, not a few of the white have no 
such “qualms of conscience” every soul of.us would have been 
murdered. | say this wittingly; for I there saw too much, & heard 
too much to have the least shadow of a doubt. But here, opposition 
was carried on in a more rational manner; the traders had always 
indeed had seperate interests, & the turbulent & warlike character 
of these indians who were still very numerous, proud, haughty & 
fierce, often compelled them, (the traders) to unite for their mu- 
tual safety: hence they were vastly more sociable & humane. But 
in the “North,” it was “neck or nothing.” They did not “stickle at 
trifles.” In the course of this Journal, it will be too often sadly 
proved, & if I am permitted (with health & leisure) I will assign 
some of the causes. 

We saw these indians once or twice after, but they were quite 
altered. One evening, after this, we heard an owl ooing in the 
woods, his notes & tones were so different from the others that 


* Laprairie’s first name has not been found, though references to him occur fre- 
quently in Nelson’s reminiscences and Curot’s diary. 
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we feared it might be a Scouter of the Scioux giving information 
of his “whereabouts” to some of his friends. These two chaps went 
off to see—they were with us, & tho’ we kept a strict look as we 
thought, they disappeared, & shortly after we heard a Shot and one 
crying out “there dog, go, & make your noise elsewhere.” It was 
indeed an owl, perched in a lofty pine tree. He flew off. | 

Some time about the latter end of October I went out with 
Boisverd & one of the indian lads to two families four or five 
miles off, towards the Mississipi. I was surprised to find them in 
a dense cedar Swamp, so that it was with difficulty we got to them 
At other times they would have encamped on a beautiful spot, quite 
near them; but the apprehension they were in of the Sioux induced 
them to select this spot. They gave us what little they had & bid 
us be off immediately “for the men have discovered suspicious ap- 
pearances.” We accordingly returned, being very late in the day 
we had to sleep upon the ground under some pines in a beautiful 
dry spot: the heavens for a blanket & the earth fora bed. We were 
excessively thirsty & no water to be had. In the night, I dreamed’ 
it was raining & I thought I opened my mouth to receive the little 
that might fall in. I thought I did catch a very [few] drops, & I 
awoke quite refreshed. The next morning we got home for break- 
fast. 

After this, about the middle of November, Smith took me with 
him “en derouine,” up “Rivier la Chaudiere,” a river several leagues 
from the place where we found the indians last fall (See p 21) 
falling in the S: Croix from the N. W. side.** The next day we 
found the indians, Two or three “lodges.” The men were out a 
hunting & returned towards evening. They were all highly pleased 
to see us. They had some furs & plenty of meat. They cooked a 
large Kettle full for us & helped us generously but Smith eat very 


* En derouine was a voyageur’s expression, meaning that the traders visited the 
Indians instead of letting them take their furs to the fort or trading post. Rivitre la 
Chaudiére is Kettle River, a beautiful stream rising in Carlton County almost on a 
parallel with the western end of Lake Superior. It empties into the St. Croix a little 
above the mouth of Snake River, after passing through an interesting gorge and forming 
many rapids. Nelson’s reference, “See p 21,” is to the portion of his manuscript in 
which he describes the meeting of the white men with the Indians at the mouth of the 
Yellow River; it is printed ante, p. 149. 
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little being disgusted with the woman. One of her children had a 
“looseness,” & the little black devil was running about the lodge 
squattering out yellow stuff like mustard; she scolded & laying the 
bratt on her lap opened the cheeks & with the back of her knife 
Scraped off the Stuff, scolded him again for a dirty little dog, wiped 
her knife upon the brush, scooped water with her right hand out 
of the Kettle in which our meat was, to wash both, & finished 
cutting up, with the same knife, a piece of beautiful fat meat, as a 
relish to what she had put on before. I was sadly disappointed, for 
I was hungry & always had a very strong appetite. 1 kept my eyes 
upon her during the whole performance, which certainly was dirty 
enough. But the knife was cleaned. There was nothing on her 
hands. We gave them rum; —they got drunk, sang, danced, quar- 
reled & fought; trampling, treading, & falling upon me in their 
Scuffles. I was annoyed, but “my brother,” who happened to be 
there with his father was very Kind indeed to me; as well as the 
others. At last, after a great deal of talking, which neither of us 
could understand, they made room for me to lye down. I soon fell 
into a sound sleep; & tho’ awoke several times in the night by their 
falling upon me in their scuffles & in their dances tripping up each 
other, yet I awoke in the morning quite refres[h]ed. We took our 
breakfast, & re-eembarking in our canoe, we returned. 

The weather, the day before, was very cold & Snowy. There was 
ice in many places, & it formed also on our paddles; But this day 
it was more pleasant. 

When we had reached a certain part of the S'® Croix, on our 
return, Smith proposed we should leave our Canoe & cut thro’ the 
angle to the house which he said was not above 6 or 7 miles dis- 
tant. “If you are Sure you will not lose yourself I am willing 
enough. We accordingly carried our canoe into the woods, bundled 
up our things & off we went. He was a Smart walker, but ex- 
tremely impatient & rough, as he complained a great deal of the 
weight of his load & his [gun], tho’ I had one too, & within a few 


* Tradition in the vicinity of Danbury, Wisconsin, tells of a Sioux trail between the 
St. Croix and Yellow Lake, which began below the present Danbury bridge. This would 
have been about where Smith and Nelson apparently left the river. 
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pounds my load was as heavy as his, to pacify him, I took his gun 
too, which was extremely cumbersome. But the country was level 
& but little “under brush.” The Sun shone beautifully. We halted 
two or three times after long walks, to rest a little; finally as it was 
getting dark, we had to encamp. We were lost! We had nothing 
to eat, for the little meat we had we left at the canoe: “it is not 
worth while to embarrass ourselves with it, as we would soon get 
home.” 

The next morning we awoke with four or five inches of Snow 
upon the ground, & of course a good share on our blankets. We 
shook it off, bundled up & away we went. Shortly after we fell 
upon a low grassy flat, through which meandered a fine little brook 
covered with ice and Snow. In true military “neck or nothing” style 
we plunged in, nearly up to our breasts, Scrambled up the opposite 
bank, & walked on. After about an hour, we fell upon two tracks 
quite fresh! we followed Smartly to overtake them. In a few min- 
utes we came to our fire we had so lately left! Smith was furious. 
Off we set again, & at furthest half an hour after we again came 
to our fire! Smith was humbled. “Stay here, and wait for me, said 
he. I will go out in an other [direction] “see if I can fall upon any- 
thing whereby I may recognise our position.” 

I was so extremely Simple that the serious predicament we were 
in never once struck me! Smith being gone sometime longer than 
I anticipated, I then did begin to think. Of the many distressing 
cases where sometimes poor creatures had to draw lots. Others 
expiring of hunger only a few hundred yards from home where they 
had lingered for days not knowing where they were. Some im- 
puting their misfortunes to each other destroyed themselves in their 
rage. Some too, possessed with an evil spirit, would leave a weak or 
lame companion to perish. We were not very far from the Grounds 
where the Scioux used to hunt about this Season. These, & I dont 
know how many other stories passed in my mind rapidly. I knew 
the violence & irritability of Smith’s temper. I thought of my mother, 
got on my knees, with tears in my eyes! We had not eaten since 
noon before; but I was neither hungry nor faint. I lamented & 
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Sighed. He was about half an hour absent. O, how glad I was when 
I saw him return! “Let us go. I know now where we are: we took 
quite a wrong course.” Off we set again, & walked, & walked, & 
walked. We came upon a high sand bank. “What is this? where 
are we?” All of a Sudden as one just awoke from his sleep, “oh | 
know now where we are: this is river La Coquille, & we have been 


quite near home.” °° 


We turned back & for some time actually 
retraced our steps. We soon after got home. My joy was full indeed, 
but I doubt if I thanked God, so extremely thoughtless was I. 
Early in January, 1803 I had another adventure. Boisverd, the 
little indian & myself went to Lac La Coquille to see a few families 
of indians. There was a path, for both our people & the N. W. had 
lately been there. As it was only 10 or twelve miles, we only took 
each a glass of rum in the morning, so as to have a better appetite. 
All of us young, we soon Scampered over the ground. We found 
their old tents indeed, but they had pitched off. We saw two well 
beaten paths on the ice, leading different ways; but at less than a: 
hundred yards off they were so completely covered up with the 
drifted Snow, it was utterly impossible for ws to follow them. Bois- 
vert & the indian went out to search. They returned, having decided 
it was useless for us to try to find them. The indian was sure they 
were killed by the Scioux. “Let us return.” we did not dare take 
our road back, “for the Scioux were certainly in ambush for us”! 
For a little dog that followed us was Snufhing the wind, whining, 
scratching in the Snow running here & there. These were indu- 
bitable signs. “What shall we do?” We at length decided upon 
returning by the river, a long & circuitous route. The weather was 
clear, very cold & blowing very hard. About Sun Set we passed the 
old houses where Laprairie had wintered the year before (1801-2) 
and where the Sciouxs had taken him prisoner. “We cannot sleep 
there, for since they came once they may come again.” We put up 
at dark in a handsome low point—we had but:a Small tomahaw. 
But we did not require much fire lest the enemy should see it. We 


% “Ta Coquille” means “shell,” but the modern translation of the river’s name is 
Clam. Shell Lake, a little farther east, is the source of the Yellow River. The Clam River, 
after draining Clam’Lake in its course, empties into the St. Croix a little above the 
mouth of the Kettle River. 
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lit one however at the foot of a large dry elm, the bark of which 
was hung down in long strips from the very branches. Some of 
these caught, & in a moment the whole tree was in a blaze! Here 
we were in a “regular fix.” We were running from our enemies, 
& we give them the best sign imagineable of our retreat! There was 
no choice. We retreated a few hundred yards off, & finding a 
thick cluster of wild rose bushes we beat them down, & passed 
the night upon them; each one taking his turn in the middle, to 
keep from freezing; for we had no blankets, & had only taken a 
glass of rum in the morning, so as to have a better appetite! The 
next morning we Scampered off in first rate style & early in the 
afternoon got home. 

I have often thought of that night. It was very cold & windy — 
nothing to cover us, no fire & empty Stomacs, with only a few rose 
bushes to keep us from the Snow which it was impossible for us 
to get the Snow away. Surely providence preserved us. But we were 
all young & thoughtless—no such thing entered our mind. 

In the last days of February we received frequently news of the 
Sciouxs being in our neighborhood. We finally decided that it 
would be better for us all to be together. We accordingly pulled 
down our house & built up a shed in the N. W. fort. On the 2° 
March Morrin one of Laprairie’s men, to run out some makeril line 
for their nets, went to “Yellow Lake.” At the upper end he found 
a large road, quite fresh. He followed it some distance thinking it 
might be some of our indians. But after a time he began to consider 
that all our indians were on the North Side of the river S‘ -Croix. 
His fear made him fancy he saw several men walking before him: 
he turned back instantly, & filled us all with alarm. We watched 
the whole night in the Bastions; & fear & fancy made us imagine 
we heard them whisper, & could Smell the Smoke of their pipes. 
We were sure they were hovering around us. About 2 o’clock in 
the morning we heard a gentle Scratch at the door. It was Laprairies 
wife coming in with an indian for provisions to make their Sugar. 
He gave her what she required, & they hurried themselves off 
immediately. 
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On the 3° at night, one of our indians came in. We told him 
our state. He left in the course of the night to go a “Scouting.” The 
3° day he returned, a little before day light. He confirmed the whole. 
He had been to their camp; & from their way of encamping he 
said there must be upwards of 200 men. Other of our indians said 
they counted 410 Sticks, as it [was] customary with them that each 
man leaves a Small stick by his fire. 

We had many alarms as may be supposed. Our widows had left 
us long before. We were, in all, eleven men. We framed, rather 
agreed upon verbal regulations, but there being no subording they 
were broken & resumed as fear or instinct impelled. One of them 
was: that if any one was taken prisoner, the door should not be 
opened to him, even tho’ he should be butchered before the door 
in consequence. This resolution, from the terror that pervaded us 
all would have been rigidly obeyed, I am certain. 

There was great cause for fear, from what had occurred in the 
Spring of 1802 (the year before I went to that place) It was as 
follows. There were rumors that the enemy was in the neighbor- 
hood of Lac la Coquille, where Laprairie then was wintering (See 
p 32)°" The people, as usual, soon got tired of restraint & became 
less careful. One morning Laprairie went to visit his marten traps, 
contrary to the wishes of the people. Every one, as usual, had had 
awful dreams the preceeding night, & was now full of his prophetic 
impressions. Laprairie would not hear. He crossed the lake, & in leap- 
ing down a bank into a Small creek, he found himself surrounded by 
several strange indians in warlike attire that were lying in ambush 
for him. He had to take them home! 

He treated them kindly, as may be supposed, & they behaved 
extremely well. There we[re] several hundred of them but the chief 
would allow but 20, or 30 to enter. They said they regretted very 
much the war & would gladly be at peace. “To prove our intentions 
here a “Pipe[”|—the “Pipe of Peace” I give you with tobacco; 
present it to them in our name, and say how desirous we are to be 

81 This is Nelson’s own insertion and refers to the. statement on p. 225 relative to 


‘the old houses which Nelson and others passed about sunset on their Clam River 
expedition, when they were obliged to spend the night sleeping on rose bushes. - 
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[at] Peace. But if all I have said has no effect, & that they will have 
war, Here is this Crow Skin (a Warrior’s head dress) & a tomahaw, 
& you will tell them, it is not fear that makes us sollicit their friend- 
ship, & they are too brave themselves to suspect us of cowardice, — 
let them chuse, & decide whether they will accept the Pipe & Smoke 
with us as friends, or take the tommahawk. We are ready for either, 
but we would much rather have them be our friends.” They re- 
turned, after staying a few hours, urging him to present their visit 
& their discourse in a friendly light. 

Some of the Sauteux’s (our indians) soon after came in. La- 
prairie told them what had occurred; gave the Crow Skin & toma- 
hawk, repeating what the Scioux’s had said, but Kept the Pipe for 
himself. The Sauteuxs consulted: & at last came to the conclusion 
that the whole speech was intended as an insult, the more aggra- 
vated as there was no “Pipe” with the Crow Skin & tommahawk. 
‘They also decided upon revenging the insult. This was in April, 
1802, & in the beginning of June their Scouters discovered a large 
camp of Scioux’s encamped on the edge of a handsome lake, below 
a high hill at the further end of an extensive plain. At night, that 
-same night we had that awful storm at Sault S‘ Marys, they ap- 
proached, about 60 in number, & laid in the woods all round the 
Sioux lodges, waiting for the Signal of their Chief. The Scioux’s 
were collected in a large tent, to a ball, & were dancing. When the 
chief, seeing he was discovered by some of the Scioux that were 
not at the Ball, rose up, uttered his frightful war whoop saying 
“Such a one, naming himself, fights you” and fired in among them. 
It was all done in an instant. The [night] was excessively dark 
with a terrible wind & rain pouring down. They could fire but few 
shots, it was raining so hard, but with their tommahawks & knives 
rushed into the tent striking & stabbing whoever they met. The 
Sciouxs of course did not offer any great resistance, tho’ a few 
fought desperately: their women & children took flight in their 
small canoes, but the violence of the wind upset their canoes & many 
were drowned. | forget now the number kill[e]d but there [were] 
many. None of the Sauteux were killed tho’ a few had very narrow 
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escapes, especially two. one of them saw the muzzle of a gun so 
near his face that he raised it with one hand just as it went off, & 
a tommahawk in the other knocked his [enemy] down dead at his 
feet. The other saw an enemy just as he was firing —the ball cut » 
a little relic hanging to his breast & merely grazed the Skin. The 
Scioux camp being very numerous, the Sauteux had to fly immedi- 
ately after the battle. 2065554 

Such then being the Sequel of the Scioux visit, it is not to be 
wondered if we felt rather uneasy. The people were very much 
displeased with Laprairie, imputing the whole blame to his covet- 
ousness in Keeping the “Pipe.” But I think that even if he had given 
it, the Sauteux’s are so proud, haughty & insolent, & vain to show 
off their bravery though at the expense of their lives, it would not 
have stopped the war, however it might have put off a battle. But 
this indiscretion of his certainly increased the animosity, & rendered 
our situation the most critical. 

Thus we continued living in the utmost anxiety, every hour | 
dreading an attack. The N. W. Co, having arrived early in the 
Season, had collected all the rice long before we arrived, & with — 
the meat they occasionaly got from the indians they lived well. It 
was not so with us: we were often sore pinched. Laprairie com- 
misserated my situation, I often eat with him. At last we made a 
bargain. 1 was to provide the eatables & he, the tea! Yellow lake 
was connected with the river below, by three other, but Smaller 
lake|s], two below us, very much in shape to the float of a fish, in 
which there were always ducks. In the morning early I would steal 
out after taking “a careful survey of the coast,” go to the river & 
firing one or two shots killing 3 or 4 ducks. I would run into the 
river often up to my arm pits, secure my hunt & run home. A quar- 
ter of an hour every morning was frequently more time than 
required to bring in the daily meat of us two. Laprairie in the 
mean time would gather wild tea—he had plenty of his own - 
Sugar: and all was right. 

One day it was snowing hard, and as at those times all fowls 
keep very still I thought it a good opportunity to make a little 
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excursion below, to lay in a stock for two or three days. I waded 
over the river & fired on [a] large flock of divers—killed 5—the 
water being too deep in the lake I could not get 4 or 5 more that 
in the struggles of death had got beyond my depth. On my return 
I found others perched on trees that had fallen in the water. I 
crawled up & was going to fire, when a thought struck me that 
I had better not, “who knows if there be not a Scioux near.” I 
reluctantly retired. At a few paces further on I discovered the track 
of a man! I thought, after all it is perhaps Savoyard. The track came 
down to the water & went up again into the woods. I had a feeling 
that it must be one of our men. But a little after I again saw it 
coming down to the water edge in such a suspicious way I thought 
it must be an enemy, especially as there were quite a number of 
ducks sitting upon a tree with their heads under their wings; for 
had it been any of our people, or one of our indians they surely 
would not have let slip so excellent a Shot. The track again re- 
turned into the woods, & I followed it “to ascertain who it might 
be”! Prudence bid me return. I had scarcely reached the low brush 
of the river, when I again saw it, looking seeming to me more 
suspicious than ever. It was so very recent that there were but few 
grains in the foot mark, tho’ the snow was falling very heavy in 
large flakes at the moment. I almost saw “him.[”] I became afraid. 
I lagged purposely to let him get ahead and walking with the 
utmost caution, looking intently ahead, I again fell twice upon the 
track, & each time there was a little more snow in the foot print. 
I thus walked slowly & cautiously untill I came to the ford. I waded 
over at no small rate & ran home. I found all the men in. I told 
my Story: another alarm, & another warning that whoever should 
be taken prisoner would not be let in. 

In this manner we continued ’till the 4" April 1803, when every 
thing being ready, we all embarked at day light & paddled off, glad 
to escape from danger & be relieved of so much anxiety. When [we] 
had got about half way over the last of the 2 lakes below the houses 
& out of reach of call from either shore, we stopped to eat our. 
breakfast before entering the rapids. Morrin in coming to the middle 
of the canoe to dip out of the Kettle, saw Smoke; he turned pale — 
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“The Sciouxs have set fire to our house”! —“thank God we are 
safe.” | 

There was no more eating: each one seized his paddle & off we 
set again as hard as we could. About noon we encamped on one of 
those beautiful islands in the St Croix. Here we remained untill 
the ro" when another alarm seized us. One of our men danger- 
ously ill of a scrofula, unable to sleep, heard the walking of a man 
in another island, not ** separated by a deep channel not 25 [feet] 
from ours, for it froze hard that night. Every one also had his 
dreams & prophetic impressions. We finally decided upon starting. 

The 2° day after being quite out of danger of the enemy, we 
encamped early & slept comfortably & without fear, the first time 
since February. 

Here I fell very sick, owing to a Sprain in the right groin by 
endeavoring to keep myself from fallfing] overboard, on [my] 
back in the rapid. My water was red — indeed bloody, & my right 
leg contracted so that the heel pressed on the ham; I could not 
straighten it nor could I walk.*® The men got me some “Pembinat 
sticks, what the americans call “High bush cramberries,” the bark 
of which they Scraped & put into a quart of water on the coals to 
boil. I drank it all & purged me copiously. The next day I infused 
another quart full, & drank it. It operated powerfully, bot{h] up & 
down. Fortunately there were many fallen trees near my tent. | 
crawled to, & roosted upon one & rested my head upon another. 
I had a great, but very easy & free scouring. I felt much better, the 
pain in passing water much less, but the leg still contracted, very 
stiff & painful. Our old widow who had left us in February, 
joined us here. She scarrified the groin with a piece of flint, after 
moistening the skin, scraped off the blood with a knife many times, 
& then rubbed in some gun-powder. The old dame laughed heartily 
at my antics when she applied the powder: it Smarted terribly. But 


58 Nelson seems to have forgotten to delete this negative when he altered his sentence 
structure. 

*° From the physician’s point of view it is interesting to speculate on the real nature 
of Nelson’s illness. It may well have been an injury to a kidney, or, more likely, a 
kidney or ureteral stone. Even a ruptured appendix could have produced the same 
symptoms. 
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it was of no use. Laprairie, who had encamped some distance below 
us, was kind enough to send me some tisane *°— for he was expert 
in the use of roots. | 

After sometime we reached the Portage St Croix, on our way 
back to “Grand Portage.” And while the men were carrying the 
things over, I also crawled on. Sometimes with a stick, sometimes 
on my hands & knees, creeping, dragging sometimes on one ham 
& sometimes on the other. I entered upon the portage just as the 
Sun was rising, & it was not till about 2 o’clock in the afternoon 
that I reached the camp! My left foot, hands, elbows & knees pain- 
fully sore from the gravel & Stones that covered the whole of the 
road, about half a mile long. I asked the men to help me, but they 
refused, cursing me for a damned Englishman and protestant. “It 
is good for you” would they repeat with oaths & reproaches & sar- 
castic Sneers. It irritated me a good deal. I could never divine what 
could possibly be the cause of this cruel feeling towards me. For 
I was always with them fared the same, & readily & willingly done 
every thing I could to help & to please them. After many years 
with them, I at last found it was owing to my nation & my religion. 
Years have cooled down the rashness & impetuousity of youth, but 
I am [sic] say it with pain & grief that it was my nation & my 
religion, & their ignorance — nothing else, and they were not bad 
men; not more so than others. 

However, tho’ they refused to assist me over the Portage, the[y] 
made a Vapour bath, after the indian mode. They planted 8 small 
poles in the ground & bending them over each other about 3'4 feet 
high or perhaps 4 feet forming a little lodge about 3 feet diameter, 
which was covered with blankets, capots, skins &c. &c. to keep the air 
(& the wind was blowing Strong) out. Into this I crawled, stripped 
naked; then they put in our large Kettle full of young cedar pine 
& Spruce, & covered me up. The Steam of course completely en- 
veloped me. After about 20 minutes they put into the Kettle 2 or 3 
red hot stones. I thought the vapour would Scald me. I was at | 
least half an hour in there before they would let me out. I was 


® Tisane is a French word meaning a concoction of herbs. 
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gasping for breath, & was nearly suffocated. At last they let me 
out, & I was whole! I felt neither pain nor stiffness, but very weak 
from such profuse prespiration. My leg was as strait & as limber 
as if it had never been affected. O I was glad! But was I grateful —? 
The Sequel will show. 

The N. West Co’s people had been very kind & friendly with 
us. They might occasionally play us a little trick, by slipping off 
privately to the indians; saying we were beggars & cheats, & had 
no means of carrying on our trade & that such indians as encour- 
aged us now, were “marked” & should be made to Sweat when 
we could no longer assist them &c. &c. But they never, that I am 
aware of, used those abominably infamous means that were so 
universal in the “North.” M* Réaume who had the charge of all 
this quarter, was an elderly gentleman, humane, peaceable, & 
Strictly consciencious, & was loved & revered by indians & all who 
knew him.** He wintered in “Serpent River,” a river taking its 
rise in the highlands near lake Superior, & falling into the St Croix 
some 30, or 40 before it joins the Mississipy, above the St Anthony 
falls. I never Saw him, but from his reputation I loved him. 

Being too heavily laden our people took 2 or 3 Kegs of Sugar, 
to lighten them. Immediately after getting out of my bath, they 
opened one of the Kegs & took out some 8 or 10, or perhaps 12 
lbs. of Sugar, & headed it up. We had not finished the business but 
a few minutes when the N. W. came up with us! “Nous l’avons 
razé!” Such was our gratitude: such my acknowledgement to God 
for having restored me the use of my limbs. This was the first I was 
ever implicated in: the first act of baseness. But unfortunately not 
the /ast!!! I was terribly abashed, & could scarcely refrain from tell- 
ing the N.W. Boisverd was also very averse: but we partook of 
it. Indeed we were greatly reduced, being obliged to eat roots, herbs 
or whatever we could find. } 3 

This portage is at the heighth of lands, the waters, issuing from 


“This was probably Joseph Réaume, who was in the Red Lake country as early 
as 1785, and who accompanied Jean Baptiste Cadotte to the sources of the Mississippi 
River, via Fond du Lac, in 1792. He was in the Fond du Lac department for the North 
West Company from 1799 to 1804. See Wisconsin Historical Collections, 20:400 n. 
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the Small lake (see P. 20)** go, one part to Lake Superior, & the 
other into the Gulf of Mexico, by the Mississipy, & the estuarys of 
both these rivers, may be, I suppose, about 1oo miles from their 
Source. The Brulé is, comparatively, but a Creek, Sufficiently deep 
to admit of Batteauxs, except towards the Portage when the sea- 
sons are very dry, & water consequently low. The banks, the whole 
length covered with the alder & Willow, particularly near the 
Portage where they are remarkably thick, & the river being here 
very narrow we always have great difficulty in forcing the Canoe 
through. There were some fine groves of Pine & other wood, but 
at a distance. The fire at some very remote period had destroyed 
all the wood near, hence its name.** The land, so far as I could 
see, was a light sandy loam; & except the one small cascade, the 
waters glided silently through. The fish, whatever they may be can 
easily go from Lake Superior to the Mississipy, which a few only I 
dare say do. 

It is Supposed that there are mines in the mountains on the East 
of this river. For some 20, or 30 years before, the white people & 
indians, encamped at its mouth, on Lake Superior, were dreadfully 
alarmed one evening by reports, which they could not account for, 
Some reports as loud as the most violent claps of thunder, at 
reg{u|lar intervals; then in rapid Succession, intermingled with 
short sharp reports as of small arms. This continued for the whole 
night & part of the day. The indians thought it was some furious 
engagement their friends had with the Scioux who wefre] driving 
them off their lands. But some others indians happened to be at 
the Portage, & heard the same. They were all equally alarmed. 
They then concluded it must be the “Spirits” Manitos, or Gods, as 
we call them. The white people, for some of the Bourgeois, in those 
days, [were] military officers some of them, & well informed men, 
said it was the confined Vapour issuing or forcing a vent thro’ the 
rocks. | 


“ Here once more Nelson refers to an earlier statement in his manuscript, namely, 
the contents of the paragraph printed ante, p. 147, 148. 

* Early travelers mention the river, now known as the Brule, as the Bois Brulé, or 
Burntwood River. However, it may well have been named for Etienne Brulé, one of 
the first white men known to have explored Lake Superior. 
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At the Southern end of this Portage was a nice lake, between 
two & 3 miles circumference, bordered mostly with low land; at 
the end of which is River S‘® Croix, not, perhaps 150 feet broad, the 
water, like that of the Brulé, is dark. There are several rapids, but 
neither dangerous nor difficult to surmount. Well wooded, chiefly 
with pine, the Sugaries, or where the hard maple grows is prin- 
cipally towards Lake Superior, where the Indians make a con- 
siderable quantity of Sugar. We do not find any iland until near 
the Yellow river. These ilands are beautifully wooded with oak, 
Elm, butternut, hickory, the wild grape-vine, plum & two or 3 sorts 
of thorn. They seem to have been formed chiefly of alluvials. There 
are also some very beautiful low points. The soil is in general sandy 
& gravelly; & most splendid groves of pine which could as easily 
be floated down the Mississipy as from Chambly to Sorel. There 
are a great number of Lakes in the whole extent of the Country: 
some of them beautiful, nay magnificent bodies of water, & well 
furnished with fish. Many a time in walking over them have I 
thought: “Whenever this country becomes settled how delightfully 
will the inhabitants pass their time. There is no place perhaps on 
this globe where nature has displayed & diversified land & water 
as here. I always felt as if invited to settle down & admire the beau- 
tiful views with a sort of joyful thankfulness for having been led 
to them. There is nothing romantic about them, frightful rock, & 
wild & dashing water falls. Nature is here calm, placid & serene, as 
if telling man, in language mute, indeed,—not addressed to the 
Ears, but to heart & Soul: It is here man is to be happy: a genial & 
healthy climate—the rigour of winter scarcely three months, & 
in that time no very severe cold: I have diversified the land with 
hundreds of beautiful lakes all communicating with each other by 
equally beautiful streams, full of excellent fish, & ducks of twenty 
Species, Swans & geese with abundance of rice for you & them. The 
borders well furnished with grapes, plums, thorn apples & butternut 
&c. &c. The Woods Swarming with Dears & bears & beavers: 
not one noxious or venimous animal insect or reptile: come my 
children, come & settle in this beautiful country I have prepared 
for you, & be happy.” But how does man respond to this Fatherly, 
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Benevolent invitation? —as if he said, —“You think so; but I know 
better. The country is very pleasant indeed, but I will live in it 
alone, Lord & master I will admit who I will, & on my own con- 
ditions & terms only. The land is broad & long enough indeed to 
admit millions on millions, but I am lord & will roam in Sovereign 
& pour out the blood of every creature I meet, not that room is 
scanty, nor that I apprehend want; but it is my pleasure so to do; 
the occupations of peace enervate me, make me dull & languid; my 
mind (he means his appetites & passions) is active & stirring I 
must give evidence of my genius. Peace & thankfulness indeed! am 
not I the Lord of the universe?” But the white man, when he shall 
have driven off the Savage, what will he do? He has all the advan- 
tages of education & experience to back him the use of the sciences 
& the arts, — will he be thankful? He may indeed attend Azs Church 
in regular order & form, where he will also offer up Ais prayer & 
thanks; but will it be to the Church of the Holy one that he will 
go? will his prayers & thanksgivings be those of a heart convicted 
of its numerous & serious shortcomings, of a mind purified, be- 
seeching blessings on his fellow creatures whose sores & pains he 
pitingly endeavours to alleviate, by his counsel, & comforts with his 
surplus morsel? — Alas! poor human nature! But “Thou who thus 
addressest such just reproof to thy fellow man, what hath been 
thy course? what, even now that thou doth address in the language 
of truth because thy heart is tender—what are thy ways even 
now? cease then to blame in others what thou thyself doest!” — 
Alas! again, poor human nature. Must Reason & judgement & 
understanding be ever, the toy, the play-thing, the puppet of the 
Passions? But to resume. 

Tho’ the soil is generally sandy & Gravelly, yet are there many 
tracts of what is called “wheat soil;” & extremely well timbered; 
with numerous creeks. Deer in great numbers & bears of every 
colour from deep black to a light brown, nearly yellow, with fine 
long hair like the finest wool. Beaver & raccons & porcupine. But 
the fur of the Beaver & the otter is not so fine, soft & thick as those 
of the North, tho’ very good. In the rivers & lakes no troute nor 
small cat-fish (Barbotte), Carp of several varieties & good, one 
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sort particularly, very large, almost enormous, & very fat. Pickerel 
& Pike a variety of Pike, some of which are very large & excellent. 
Sturgeon also, I have been told. But there are eels —I never saw 
any. There are several other sorts of fish, and turtle, some of 18 ins. 
diameter. 

Of the natives, there were not above fifty families. They, at that 
time, might muster about 60, or 65 warriors, & might have been 
several hundred but from their perpetual wars with the Sciouxs & 
very frequent broils among themselves when there were always 
more [or] less killed. They were proud, & demeanor so lofty & 
over bearing that even their immediate relatives could scarcely 
endure it: hence their jealousy (not of their women, but lest another 
should presume to equality) & in their drunken frolicks their quar- 
rels & fighting: therefore their numbers must of necessity insensibly 
diminish. They were treacherous, as we call it, but not deceitful; 
for what they promised they rarely failed accomplishing. A de- 
ceitful person whom they put on the same category with a liar, a 
thief & a coward, they hold in ineffable contempt. Two instances 
I often heard repeated will show them better than anything I can 
say. 

Some 12 or 15 years before, the white [men] were encamped 
on an island, where they built for the winter. One day while setting 
round their Kettle, eating their meal, several of the indians squatted, 
some cross leg on the ground & some sitting on their hams. One of 
these eased himself while eating; the others remarked the Smell, — 
this fellow, without altering his posture, leaped back as a frog, “Ah, 
what is that? said he, a toad I declare,[”] & with both hands 
shovelled it into the dish & ran off laughing! On another occasion 
the men were eating under the shade of [a] Butternut tree: one 
fellow happened to be perched immediately over them & easing 
himself some of it dropped into their Kettle! Expostulation was 
ridiculed, & resentment was death. Often would they truss up the 
nose of the white with their knives in no gentle manner. Passing 
by, or while talking friendly with one, they would give a sudden 
jerk of their knife, passing so close to the belly as sometimes to 
split the shirt, or vest, or brandishing their knife so close to the face 
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& eyes as almost to be felt. They would often too go to the 
“baggage” or burst open the Shop door & take out what rum they 
pleased, & compelled the people to mingle it to their taste, and 
whenever any of them happened to be Killed in a drunken Scrape 
then it was that the white had to endure insult & ill treatment. 
“You are the cause of this blood being shed by bringing poisoned 
rum to us.{”] Such things were hard to be endured. At last it was 
thought that by making a chief of the greatest scoundrel among 
them would perhaps have a good tendancy, and this leads me to 
the Second trait. There was an old “half-breed,” the Son [of] a 
french man. The two** oldest remarkably brave, cool, determined 
& insolent, the Second particularly, A tall man, hard features & 
Stern countenance, Seldom spoke, & when he did it was in short 
broken sentences as if he thought it was degrading himself: ex- 
tremely seldom that he Smiled; passionate, & his Short sun-burnt 
grisly hair whenever really angry, would stand on end like the quills 
of a porcupine. He, alone, caused as much trouble to the white 
nearly as all the others put together. From the description of him, 
the British commanding officer at Mackinac, who was consulted on 
the occasion, recommended selecting him for chief. Accordingly a 
fine coat well trimmed with lace, shirt, trousers (!) & a hat also 
trimmed with lace & a Splendid circular feather were procured for 
him. The white anticipated wonders. 

On their arrival in the autumn, they found the whole tribe 
collected as usual. After unloading their canoes, arranging the bag- 
gages & tents, they were called together. Each one of them bringing 
his present of rice, meat, Grease & a few furs. In the usual manner, 
the Trader (I now forget his name) bade them all be seated on a 
beautiful grass plot before the Tent door, and in a prepared Speech, 
addressed them as nearly in the following words as interpretation 
will admit. 

[(‘“]My Friends! Our Great Father at Mackinac, according to 
usual custom again enquired of us into your health & welfare, & 
the State of your affairs generally. He was well pleased to hear you 
were all well & in health. He also enquired how you were coming 


“Probably the sense here demands that the word “two” be deleted. 
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on with the Sciouxs: We told him all we knew. But he was very 
much grieved to hear there was no appearance of establishing peace 
between you. He has seen many of the Chiefs of the Sciouxs & 
spoke to them also of peace. He found that all the old men & chiefs 
among them, as among your ownselves desire peace very much. 
But it is the young men who are too ardent: —they are absolutely 
thoughtless. They think they are not men —they are afraid of being 
looked upon as cowards if they have not a Scalp to shew; & con- 
trary to the advice of the old & experienced, & to the great injury 
of all, they make a descent upon their enemies & plunge both 
nations again into war! They do not consider that a quiet, prudent 
& peaceable man is always more courageous & shows. more wisdom 
by living peaceably with his neighbors. He is grieved at this State 
of things.[”’| 

He then inquired: “who is their chief? What is he doing that 
he does not exert his authority?” We replied that no one had 
authority over the others, that you were all men, that you were all 
warriors, that no one had authority over the others but in your 
war excursions only. “There is the mistake, They must have a chief” 
said he. Then, after a long talk with us he resumed: [“] although 
it is a very difficult matter to select one from among so many brave 
men to be chief over the others; Yet, out of respect to that worthy 
old man ‘Le vieux Francois’ who is justly loved by all, I am sure 
all the others will approve of my chusing his Son, You (naming 
him). You will put this Coat upon his back (with all the other 
things I send him) and tell him that it is such a one as I myself 
wear on particular occasions, & that I am sure he will do honor to it 
by his wisdom & prudence; you will also put this medal on his 
neck, & give this pipe & tobacco with it. You will tell his father 
that I am happy to find his name so respectably written in our 
books here & that he has children so worthy of him. Salute him for 
me. You will also Salute all the others & tell them that I am sure 
both for my sake & for their own they will be well pleased with 
my choice, & that they will love & assist their new chief. Again, 
tell them I salute them all.” 

They then called him by his name to come & stand up while they 
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should put the clothes on him. But he rejected the compliment & 
treated the whole with the utmost contempt in the following lan- 
guage: 

“No doubt, you Frenchmen, you think yourselves wonderfully 
cunning: —no doubt you were very certain that this fine Speech 
you have been fabricating on your way here would leap at once 
into my heart & that my eyes would be blinded by that Dazzling 
stuff you have been Displaying here with so much ceremony before 
us? Undeceive yourselves. I am born free & independent. I despise 
those tokens of Slavery. I am not a Slave to wear oth{ers] clothing 
(livery). My old clothes satisfy me; & when they are worn out I 
know how to procure others. But the true reason is, You are all 
afraid of me; & you think with sweet words, & all this flummery 
to bribe me, to purchase or [MS. torn] you are too cowardly to 
procure & too base to deserve. You complain of troubles & dangers — 
who asked you to come here. If we want any thing we will go to 
where it is to be had; a people like yourselves indeed, deceitful, 
thieving & liars—with a smoothe & soft tongue indeed, but still 
dogs ltke yourselves: we will not be insulted by their cringing 
presence. If you will persist to trade here, trade fairly as men, & 
not wait till you think us too far drunk to perceive how you steal 
from us & insult our females; & when you are called to task say, 
“Oh! you” you sold those things to us.” This is the reason why we 
ill treat you; we dont Kill you because it would be polluting our 
knives. Trade fairly with us & we. will treat you as men should be 
treated by men. Our Father never sent me those things: it is a story 
of your own making; it is another of your Smoothe lies:[”’] 

Such a compliment as this they were by no means prepared for.*® 


“© The manuscript ends abruptly at this point. 
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